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were unsuccessful, as there would be a precipice behind us, we should probably be destroyed. Upon the whole, Kochler and I were of opinion that the attempt is beyond our powers with the present force.
In our report, which we wrote and delivered yesterday, we described the position without passing an opinion. But to Sir Gilbert Elliot, upon whom we called as soon as we left Brigadier-General D'Aubant, we told fairly what we thought. The French are certainly equal if not superior to us in numbers. Their posts are so fortunately circumstanced that they may support without risk the most advanced of them with the whole or any given part of their force, for their retreat cannot be cut. The faults committed, which have, I fear, decided the fate of Corsica, were: First, Paoli's not cutting the communication between Bastia and St. Fiorenzo whilst we were occupied in the attack of Fornoli and Martello. He undertook to do it, and in this case 500 to 600 of their best troops of the line must have capitulated in St. Fiorenzo. Secondly, the Corsicans failing the night the Convention Eedoubt was stormed to cut off the retreat of the fugitives. They would have done it with ease had they obeyed the orders given to them. I gave them the orders myself, but upon every occasion they have failed us.
Thirdly, had General Dundas moved his troops boldly up the hill and possessed the ground, which he only reconnoitred, on the day the 69th encamped at Titime. He had seen it the day before, and should have known the importance of it. %The enemy were then certainly panic-struck; following them and encamping close to their forts must have had the best effect; but General Dundas, who is certainly a good officer, is perhaps not sufficiently enterprising. He wished to feel his way, and trusted the Corsicans to keep these heights. The Corsicans allowed themselves to be surprised and driven both from the heights and from the strong village of Carda. There is no doubt but that before this General Dundas meant to advance; why otherwise should he have made the 6gth, and afterwards the 5 ist, encamp at Titime ? Besides, he was taking measures to forward provisions, &c.,few
